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Dear Members

As we enter our leave period, I hope 
you all get chance to relax and enjoy 
summer.  
 
You will soon be sent invites for our 
Trafalgar dinner please try and support 
this event and bring a guest if 
possible, due to submitting details for 
clearances we cannot take late 
applications and you will really help 
with organising the event if you return 
application details soonest. Thank you. 

It was great to see many members at 
the Royal Marines beat retreat on 
Horse Guards, what a splendid 
evening.

My thanks go to your committee for all 
their hardwork in arranging several 
social events including a Burns Night 
next January and a fund-raising lunch 
next April.

Lt Cdr Jon Vanns RNR  

FLAG HOIST 
 The Chatham Naval Officers’ Association Newsletter

Matthew Sheldon has been appointed 
as the new Chief Executive Officer of 

the National Museum of the Royal Navy 
(NMRN), after a competitive recruitment 
process, following unanimous approval 

of the Board of Trustees. Matthew 
brings to the role over 30 years’ 

museum expertise as a collections 
specialist and has driven major capital 

projects and strategic programmes. 
These have broadened audiences, 

delivered seven-figure investment and 
driven record-breaking revenue growth.   

 
After early roles at Bodleian Library, and 

the Historic Monuments of England, 
Matthew has developed his experience 

through a variety of roles within the 
NMRN; playing a critical role in 

transforming a single-site museum 

The Royal Naval Museum - into the 
NMRN, the country’s newest national 
museum, spanning five geographical 
locations, and building its reputation. 

20 Years Experience 

His wealth of knowledge of the ships and 
collections in the NMRN’s care is 

underpinned by over 20 years in curating, 
interpreting and managing its  

2.5m heritage assets.  
 

Later roles saw him take a lead in the 
strategic direction of the National 

Museum, with his most recent role as 
Executive Director of Museum 

Operations, blending his heritage skills 
with oversight of all operational and 

trading activity.  
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Continues…
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Additional thanks to Clifford 
and Midshipman Barney for 
their on-going contributions.
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 The Phoenix has Risen
 
For the first time an F-35B Lightning 
stealth fighter belonging to 809 Naval 
Air Squadron, flown by an 809 pilot, 
maintained, dispatched and recovered 
solely by 809 personnel, has conducted 
an operational sortie.

The squadron stood-up after a four-
decade-long absence at the end of last 
year, joining the RAF’s legendary 617 
‘Dambusters’ Squadron as one of two 
front-line formations delivering  
fifth-generation fighter punch via the 
nation’s most advanced aircraft…  
and the sword of the UK’s two  
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers.

Royal Navy Pilots

When not embarked on the flattops, the 
two stealth fighter squadrons – both 
comprising RN and RAF pilots and 
personnel, making them 
interchangeable when 809 is fully 
operational – call RAF Marham near 
King’s Lynn their home. 

Since re-forming in December, 809 has 
been growing in number, its men and 
women working hard alongside 617 
Squadron to expand the number of 
personnel and complete training to 
allow them to operate independently.

Still working from the 617 Squadron’s 
site, engineers, mission planners, line 
personnel and pilots from 809 NAS 
generated the first aircraft for a 
completely independent flight, returning 
the 809 phoenix to the skies once 
again.  

Email : contact@cnoa.org.uk Web : www.cnoa.org.uk Page 4

CNOA Website
Our members are invited to submit a 
resume of their life and achievements to 
be stored on the CNOA website archive.  
 
Any member wishing to utilise this 
opportunity should send documents to 
webmaster, Guy Bartlett, via email.  
 
These will be added to the archive and 
password protected to ensure 
confidentiality. For more information 
please contact mr.guy.bartlett@gmail.com
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Double Olympic gold medallist cyclist Victoria Pendleton and 
adventurer/explorer Dwayne Fields will champion the UK’s elite  

Royal Marines after being unveiled today as official ambassadors

Visiting the Commando Training Centre at Lympstone near Exeter, they were named 
as Honorary Colonels in the Royal Marines Reserve as they watched recruits put 
through their paces.

Their expertise, experience and knowledge are intended to help would-be green 
berets through their training and introduce the commandos to new audiences and 
communities.

Both are determined to show their commitment to their ambassadorial roles by 
taking on the physical challenges Royal Marines must pass to earn the coveted 
green beret.

“It is a privilege to be considered for this honorary role and to be associated with the 
Royal Marines,” Victoria said.

“I appreciate and respect their dedication and commitment to excellence. As a 
civilian, I look forward to gaining insight and understanding into the demands and 
requirements necessary to be part of this elite group. I pledge to uphold the mindset 
and values of the Royal Marine Commandos with dedication and respect.”

Dwayne added: “I’ve always respected the values, mindset and spirit of the Royal 
Marines, that ‘strive to improve and inspire’ attitude and its approach to respecting 
others.

“That’s why I look forward to my association with the Corps, working closely with  
our brave serving personnel and the challenge of 
attempting the Commando tests.”

The Royal Navy bestows honorary titles on a small 
group of individuals from across the UK– largely 
drawn from the worlds of business, academia and 
parliament.

They act as advocates for the Navy and Royal 
Marines, spreading the message that the Service is 
a force for good in the world, but also providing 
discreet insight, advice and counsel into the Navy’s 
senior leadership team.
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